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Elena Papanikolakis lives and works in Sydney, Australia. Her practice melds together found
materials, personal and cultural remnants and memory to probe the nature of experiences,
function and authenticity. She is interested in exploring the periphery of understanding and the
potential presented when observations are unravelled through degrees of abstraction. Her works
are heavily invested in material processes and often consist of painting, collage and text.

Elena Papanikolakis’ practice utilises painting, collage, text, photography, and drawing to
explore the abstraction and suggestion of narrative. Informing her works are fragments of
characters, events or scenes gathered from archives of personal and found material. Her practice
pivots between representation and abstraction and is concerned with exploring the construction
and deconstruction of understanding via painted spaces, words, and photo-based imagery.

She has surrendered herself to the logic of illegibility and, in doing so, examines the
mechanisms (and agency) of abstraction. Yet this engagement with abstraction does not simply
pivot on an attempt to render familiar form unrecognisable. Rather, by making us conscious of
our attempts to negotiate abstraction…Papanikolakis forces us to reflect upon the very act of
looking at, and engaging with abstract images.

—Isobel Parker Philip, Curator of Photographs, Art Gallery of New South Wales, from the catalogue essay for the series
Unbound, included in Primavera 2017: Young Australian Artists, Museum of Contemporary Art, Australia 2017
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