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Revealing a slightly skewed, soft and feminine gaze in her subjects of young women and men,
as well as the domestic and interior spaces they engage with, the photographs by
Melbourne-based Emma Phillips present as traditional, documentary-style recordings.

From this position within the documentary canon the photographs — largely quotidian moments
under the guise of the snapshot — continually turn inward and look at themselves, exposing a
grander curiosity about collapsing and expanding ideas around seeing.

Emma Phillips (b. 1989, Sorrento, Australia) received a BA from RMIT University, Melbourne,
Australia (2010) and an MFA from Hartford Art School, Hartford, Connecticut, USA (2017).
She lives and works in Melbourne, Australia.
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2016 A light on the wall, neospace, Melbourne, Australia
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2022 You See What She’s Saying, Monash University Museum of Art, Melbourne, Australia
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2020 What’s outside the window?, ReadingRoom, Melbourne, Australia

2020 In praise of care, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia

2020 Shadow catchers, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia

2020 National Photography Prize, Murray Art Museum Albury, Albury, Australia

2019 Bodies of Work, Bus Projects, Melbourne, Australia

2019 Moran Contemporary Photographic Prize, Moran Arts Foundation, Sydney, Australia
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2018 National Photographic Portrait Prize, National Portrait Gallery, Canberra, Australia
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2016 Emma Phillips: A light on the wall. Text by Dan Rule. Perimeter Books, Melbourne
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